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Stephen Gillis is a retired elementary school teacher living 

in Quispamsis, N.B. and a member of the NBSRT and 

KCRTA.  His brother John is retired from the Canadian 

Armed Forces. 

Back in the 1980’s, Stephen and John were discussing and bemoaning the disappearance of 

New Brunswick’s unique covered bridges.  The Gillis brothers had grown up in Red Bank near 

Miramichi.  They lived close to the Red Bank covered bridge.  Their initial thought and ambition 

was: “Wouldn’t it be great to photograph the local covered bridges?”  That idea then expanded 

into imaging all of N.B.’s covered bridges.  It was a project that continued to grow until it 

became a book published by Goose Lane Editions in 1988. Stephen refers to it as a “tabletop” 

book.  

This was at the beginning of digital photography.  The brothers stuck to the tried and true, old 

school technology and all the work was completed on film.  They shot colour print but later 

were asked for transparencies and some black and white photos meaning they had to redo the 

majority of the work.  The book included all 67 (1988) standing covered bridges.  Then there 

was the research – they needed the stats on each bridge, and they wanted to include some 

history and local anecdotes from the people who lived near the bridges.  All in all, it took them 

the best part of four years to complete the 

project and to see their work published.  

The book can be found in libraries around the 

province.  If you are interested, go online to NB 

Public Libraries, and look it up.  

Some bridge trivia: 

The Province has 58 (2021) covered bridges 

remaining.  Quisibis River No. 2 in Madawaska 

County is the shortest at 17 m and Hartland is 

the longest at 391 m. 

The oldest, standing covered bridge is Nelson Hollow, built around 1870, refurbished in 1899 

and restored again in 1977.  

The last covered bridge built in the Province was Point Wolfe in Fundy National Park.  The 

previous bridge was destroyed in a construction accident.  A work crew was attempting to 

remove a nearby rock formation with explosives.  The rock was destroyed but so was the 

bridge.  Pressure from a concerned public resulted in the Federal Government rebuilding the 

bridge. 


