
 

 

Ross Keirstead grew up in the farming community of Sussex 

and graduated in 1963 from Sussex Regional High School.  Two 

years later he received his journeyman certificate with the 

interprovincial red seal in the automotive trade.  He proceeded 

to go to NBCC where he received his teaching certificate in 

1966.  He spent the next ten years teaching at both Harkins High 

School and Miramichi Valley High School before returning to 

teach in his hometown at Sussex Regional High School from 

where he retired in 1998. 

Throughout his career, he took on various volunteer positions 

such as a driver education instructor, Key Club advisor, and 

school trip supervisor.  Ross had many interests and hobbies 

ranging from hunting, photography, and motorbiking, but flying 

has been his greatest passion. 

Ross was first exposed to an airplane, when as a Key Club member, he helped build a hangar 

for Art Goold.  He had his first flight with Art and was hooked.  Ross obtained his private pilot’s 

license in Saint John and then his commercial license while living on the MIramichi.   

He bought an Aeronca L-16 and spent some of his summers 

working for Fundy Aviation doing fire patrol, highway patrol, 

and charter flights.  Along with the thrill of owning his own 

airplane, Ross met many challenges.  The airplane was 

severely damaged in a windstorm and yet another time was 

vandalized.  The Aeronca had to be rebuilt.  This challenge 

provided Ross with both experience and confidence in 

aircraft construction.   

As the years went by, he realized he wanted 

a plane that would be strong enough to 

perform aerobatics and, go faster.  

Fortunately, Ross met up with Don Bertelsen, 

his previous instructor from NBCC, at a Fly-

in at St. Stephen.  Don had an RV-4, and 

Ross was hooked again.  He bought a RV-4 

kit in 1992 and seven years later, he 

completed the construction of it.  Ross 

pointed out that his wife, Lois, was not only 

supportive of his flying endeavours, but also 

of the production process that took place in 

the basement.  The challenges of building a 

kit at that time were sourcing essential 

materials such as instruments and an engine.  
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Ross and his son, Rick, building the RV-4 



On the flipside, Ross says, “the benefit of building a good plane is that if you can build it, you 

can maintain it.  You don’t need an aircraft engineer’s license to inspect and do the 

maintenance.” 

In conclusion, one of the greatest highlights of flying is sharing it with others.  Some of Ross’ 

more memorable trips were with others flying across Canada.  His first trip was with Ora 

Buchanan in his Aeronca Defender and Ross in his Aeronca L-16 in The Almost Great 

Canadian Air Dash from the Pacific to the Atlantic.  In his second trip, Ross was accompanied 

by Don Bertelsen as they flew side by side in their RV-4’s.   

 

In his last trip which he 

considered extra special, 

Ross flew his RV-4, while his 

son, Rick, and his grandson, 

Kurtis, flew in Rick’s RV-6, 

and his son-in-law, Todd 

Byers, flew in his RV-4.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have an idea for a SPOT Light Feature, contact Larry Farrell: farell@rogers.com 
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